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2020 will go down in history as, shall 
we say, a tumultuous year. Lockdown 
confined most of us to our homes – 
aside from our fantastic key workers who 
risked their lives to keep our country 
going – exercising just once a day at 
locations nearby. International travel, an 
almost inevitable occurrence in modern 
life, was completely cancelled.

I, like so many of you, used this time 
to take stock and remember what is 
really important: spending time with 
friends and family, enjoying fresh air 
and sunshine. 

As lockdown lifts, we are now able 
to venture out further afield in the 
UK, reuniting with loved ones by 
taking road trips, weekend breaks 
and staycations across our fantastic 
little island. Recently, 46% of people 
said a staycation would improve their 
wellbeing, but I suspect the real figure 
is much higher than that.

At Roadchef, we’re now looking 
ahead to the future and we want to 
encourage road users to do the same. 
However, when we asked UK citizens 
to answer some basic geography 
questions, only around a third of people 
could answer more than five out of 10! 

With that in mind, we’ve created this 
guide to inspire you to reconnect 
with the brilliant and the beautiful that 
Britain has to offer. We’ve scoured for 
hidden gems, including attractions 
accessible for those with disabilities 
and family-friendly locations.

And don’t forget, a road trip doesn’t 
start when you arrive at your 
destination, it starts from the moment 
you get into your vehicle. So, we want 
to make sure you’re making the most of 
your quality time, by making a stop at 
Roadchef an enjoyable part of 
your experience. 

We’ve spent huge time and effort to 
ensure that the quality and value of 
the brands available at each of our 
locations is a cut above, enhancing 
your mood as you take a break from 
travelling, meaning you leave even 
happier than when you arrived.

We’ve also introduced numerous 
measures to ensure all of our 
customers are safe, including one-way 
systems, hand sanitiser and mobile 
ordering, to make sure you feel 
comfortable and cared for whenever 
you stop by.

Let the Great British Getaway 
commence – we look forward to seeing 
you at a Roadchef service area soon.

Mark Fox

Mark Fox, Chief Executive of Roadchef

Credit: VisitScotland / Airborne Lens



More than a
service station

The brands you love

Convenience Experience Value

Welcome to 
We’re one of Britain’s leading roadside service 
area operators, welcoming more than 52 million 
customers every year. You can find us at 30 different 
locations on the motorway and major trunk roads 
across the length and breadth of the country.

With a range of facilities and services to suit 
every customer, we’re here to provide a relaxing 
and refreshing break, so you’re ready to safely 
carry on with your journey.

Your time is precious, so you 
can quickly grab a delicious 
Costa Coffee from one of our 
22 Drive Thrus, skip the queues 
and order ahead with the My 
McDonald’s app, or even visit 
the first and only McDonald’s 
Drive Thru on the motorway 
at Roadchef Durham.

As well as being voted the 
best big MSA operator, we 
bring the UK’s favourite 
brands to the motorway. From 
McDonald’s to Costa Coffee, 
LEON and WHSmith, we have 
something to suit all tastes.

With amazing deals across 
all of our brands, you can find 
great value at any Roadchef 
location. The incredible value 
and quality of McDonald’s 
on the high street is also 
mirrored at Roadchef, so you 
can feed the family for less.

Our facilities

Toilets Free wifi Pet
friendly ShowersFree water Meeting

rooms
Order
aheadHotel

Changing
places

Baby
changing

Cash
machines

Open
24 hours

Accessible Accessible
WC

Free
parking

HGV
parking

EV
parking

Overnight
parking

Coach
parking

Caravan
parking



Locations

Annandale Water A74(M) Rownhams Southbound M27

Bothwell M74 Sandbach Northbound M6

Chester M56 Sandbach Southbound M6

Clacket Lane Eastbound M25 Sedgemoor Southbound M5

Clacket Lane Westbound M25 Stafford Southbound M6

Durham A1(M) Strensham Northbound M5

Hamilton M74 Strensham Southbound M5

Killington Lake M6 Sutton Scotney Northbound A34

Magor M4 Sutton Scotney Southbound A34

Maidstone M20 Taunton Dean Northbound M5

Northampton Northbound M1 Taunton Dean Southbound M5

Northampton Southbound M1 Tibshelf Northbound M1

Norton Canes M6 Toll Tibshelf Southbound M1

Pont Abraham M4 Watford Gap Northbound M1

Rownhams Northbound M27 Watford Gap Southbound M1
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Take a perch on an extinct volcano
Arthur’s Seat, Edinburgh

Not many UK cities can claim to be home to an 
ancient volcano, but Edinburgh can. Arthur’s 
Seat, a grassy, rugged peak 251m above sea 
level, is the remains of an extinct volcano that 
erupted 350 million years ago. Visible from 
almost everywhere in the city, it’s just a short 
stroll from the Royal Mile in the centre. Head 
to Holyrood Park to begin your ascent. It’s a 
relatively easy hike, but it’ll still get your heart 
pounding. Take a well-deserved rest at the top 
to admire the view of Edinburgh Castle, the 
Scott Monument and beyond.

Marvel at the Glenfinnan Viaduct
Inverness-shire

You might recognise Glenfinnan Viaduct from 
the Harry Potter films, but even if you’re not 
a Potterhead then this impressive feat of 
engineering is still worth a visit. The 21 arches of 
the 1,000ft long and 100ft high viaduct can be 
found west of Fort William, and there’s parking 
available nearby so you can hop out of the car 
for a photo. Keep an eye out for the Jacobite 
steam train, which crosses across the bridge on 
its way between Fort William and Mallaig.

Scotland
EXPLORE

Spot dolphins at Chanonry Point
Chanonry Ness

Bottlenose Dolphins are regular visitors to 
Chanonry Point, a narrow peninsula located 
between Fortrose and Rosemarkie on the Black 
Isle. The sea mammals are known to swim right 
up to the water’s edge, and the best time to see 
them is during the incoming tide when they can 
often be seen jumping playfully out of the water.
Keep an eye out for porpoises and grey seals, 
which are also often spotted in the area, as well 
as fantastic views across the Moray Firth to Fort 
George, and of Chanonry Lighthouse.

Learn how whisky is brewed
Clydeside Distillery, Glasgow

What’s a trip to Scotland without a glass of 
Scotch, and there’s no better place than 
Clydeside Distillery. The stunning pumphouse, 
which opened in 2017, is nestled right on the 
Queen’s Docks and offers tours, tastings and 
tonnes of fun. Afterwards pop into the on-site 
cafe for lunch, or sip a glass of the good stuff 
while enjoying the distillery’s views across the 
River Clyde. theclydeside.com

Conquer Britain’s highest peak
Ben Nevis

Lace up your walking boots and take a hike up Ben 
Nevis, the highest mountain in mainland Britain 
at 1,345m above sea level. There are two main 
routes – the Mountain Track, which is used by 
most walkers, or Carn Mor Dearg Arête, a more 
challenging ascent for experienced scramblers 
that can take more than ten hours. If you’re feeling 
adventurous, consider taking on the National 
Three Peaks Challenge. Plan your own or join an 
organised event to climb Snowdon, Scafell Pike 
and Ben Nevis, the highest mountains in Wales, 
England and Scotland, usually within 24 hours.

Credit: VisitScotland / Kenny Lam

Credit: VisitScotland / Airborne Lens VisitScotland / Airborne Lens



Wales
EXPLORE

Camp in a castle
Monmouthshire

The unique setting of Usk Castle, with its 
ancient ivy-clad walls, weathered gargoyles and 
round watch tower, make it the perfect place 
to pitch a tent. If roughing it on the grass isn’t 
for you, then you can also hire a range of cosy 
glamping cabins and Yurts for up to four people 
(which also come with mattresses, pillows and 
electricity). The castle itself is free to explore 
and offers views over the charming market town 
of Usk and beyond to the Black Mountains, plus 
there’s medieval fancy dress, archery and bicycle 
jousting on offer, and it’s dog-friendly. Open April 
- September, to book visit uskcastle.com.

Visit an Italianite style village
Portmeirion

This multicoloured, Italian-inspired village feels 
more like southern Europe than North Wales, 
and has been delighting visitors since 1926. Set 
on its own peaceful peninsula reaching into an 
estuary of River Dwyryd, Portmeirion Village is a 
colourful collection of rainbow-hued buildings, 
entirely masterminded by the Welsh architect 
Sir Clough Williams-Ellis. Take a walking tour 
through the beautiful buildings, lush subtropical 
gardens and sandy beaches, before filling up at 
one of the award-winning restaurants or their 
very own authentic Italian gelateria.

Catch a steam train up Snowdon
Gwynedd

If you’d rather scale a mountain without breaking 
a sweat, then jump aboard the Snowdon 
Mountain Railway. Operating its steam service 
since 1896, you can reach the scenic summit 
(1085m/3560ft) in all the comfort of the train, 
with the return journey taking around two and 
a half hours - including a half an hour pitstop at 
the summit. However the railway only operates 
from May to the end of September, and so 
outside of those months you’ll have to climb to 
the top. snowdonrailway.co.uk

Go white water rafting
Carmarthen

Get your adrenaline pumping with a white 
water rafting trip down the River Teifi into 
Cardigan Bay. Just over 9km long, the route 
travels through the Welsh countryside taking 
in three main rapid sections (up to grade 4) 
where a trained guide will help you negotiate 
the cauldron before taking the steep drop down 
Henllan falls. Beginners through to experienced 
rafters are welcome, and there are also 
canoeing, tubing and coasteering trips available. 
Visit cardiganbayactive.co.uk for more info.

Peruse the arcades
Cardiff

Just a stone’s throw away from the magnificent 
Cardiff Castle, you can find the Welsh capital’s 
Victorian shopping arcades. While the 
impressive St. David’s Centre plays host to a 
number of high street shops, the arcades offer a 
more unique shopping experience, with a variety 
of vintage clothes stores, craft shops, jewellery 
stores and eateries. While there are too many 
great establishments to list, it is worth noting that 
Morgan Arcade is home to Spillers Records, which 
first opened its doors in 1894, making it the oldest 
record shop in the world.

Credit: Cymru Wales

Credit: Snowdon Mountain Railway

Credit: Adventure Beyond

Credit: City of Arcades

http://uskcastle.com
http://snowdonrailway.co.uk
http://cardiganbayactive.co.uk


Amble along the Thames
River Thames

You could spend years in London and never get 
tired of its galleries, parks, historic landmarks and 
pubs. However if you’re short on time, a stroll 
along the river is a fantastic way to soak up some 
of the city’s best sights. Start at Battersea Park 
and head east towards the London Eye, where 
you’ll be treated to views of Big Ben and the 

Houses of Parliament. Keep on going to the heart 
of South Bank, where you’ll find the National 
Theatre and countless pop-up bars and street 
food stalls. Pause at Tate Modern for a quick 
look around the free galleries, or to spy St Paul’s 
Cathedral across the river, before carrying on 
to Shakespeare’s Globe. If you have time, try to 
nab a ticket to watch a play, or continue on to 
Borough Market for a bite to eat before finishing 
your walk by City Hall with views of the Tower of 
London, Tower Bridge and the Shard. 

Walk in King Henry’s footsteps
Hampton Court Palace, Hampton

Just west of London is the grand Tudor palace 
of the infamously extravagant Henry VIII. Get a 
glimpse of what life was like in the 16th century in 
the tapestry-clad Great Hall, see how the lavish 
banquets were prepared in the Great Kitchens or 
take a tour around the King’s indoor tennis court 
(you can even sneak a peek at King Henry’s 
private loo). The grounds also house a lovely 
rose garden and the UK’s oldest surviving hedge 
maze. hrp.org.uk/hampton-court-palace

Greater London
EXPLORE

Spot the deer in Richmond Park
Richmond

Richmond Park is the largest of the Royal Parks, 
occupying some 2,500 acres, and is home to 

hundreds of red and fallow deer, which roam 
freely across the grounds. While it used to be a 
royal hunting ground, it’s now a delightful spot to 
escape the busy city, enjoy a cycle ride or simply 
grab a coffee from the Pen Ponds cafe.

Hire a picnic boat
Paddington Canal

Captain your own vessel and navigate your way 
through London’s canals with a picnic and pals. 
On these self-drive boats, you’ll travel past London 
Zoo, along Little Venice and all the way to Camden 
Lock - plus keep an eye out for Feng Shang 
Princess, the canal’s floating Chinese restaurant. 
The boats themselves can fit up to eight people and 
are eco-friendly, and can be rented for up to three 
hours from Merchant Square. They’re the perfect 
way to see London from a different perspective. 
Visit goboat.co.uk/paddington to book. 

Take a dip
Hampstead Heath ponds

Long the stomping ground of famous novelists 
and film stars, Hampstead is defined by its 
gorgeous mansions and the wild green space that 
is Hampstead Heath. In the middle of the 290 acre 
grounds are a collection of wild bathing ponds, 
which are open all year round for a splash about 
(although it gets very cold in the winter). With a 
lifeguard on-duty during the summer, a men’s, 
ladies’ and mixed pond, as well as a picnic area, 
there’s no better spot for a dip - just watch out for 
the ducks! After you’ve dried off, head to Parliament 
Hill for picturesque views across London, or explore 
the beautifully gothic Highgate Cemetery. 

Explore Hogwarts
Leavesden Studios, Watford

Stepping into these studios is like stepping straight 
into Hogwarts. You’ll find the props, sets and 
costumes used to create the magical world of 
Harry Potter, including iconic locations such as 
the Great Hall, Diagon Alley and, of course, the 
gleaming Hogwarts Express steam train. While 
fans of the franchise will be in heaven, general 
cinephiles will also appreciate learning more about 
the special effects and animatronics that were 
used to bring J.K. Rowling’s books to life. Don’t 
forget to grab a butterbeer on your way round, 
even if you’re only a muggle. wbstudiotour.co.uk

Credit: ©VisitBritain/ Historic Royal Palaces

Credit: Nizaad

Credit: GoBoat

http://hrp.org.uk/hampton-court-palace
http://goboat.co.uk/paddington
http://wbstudiotour.co.uk


EXPLORE

Visit King Arthur’s Castle and 
Merlin’s Cave
Tintagal, Cornwall

Long before Cornwall became so famous for its 
gorgeous beaches and delicious pasties, this 
far reach of England was the focal point of the 
King Arthur legends. The stories of those times 
are literally part of the landscape, and visitors 
can cross the Tintagel Castle Bridge to visit 
the breathtaking castle, which was half built 

on the mainland and half on jagged headland 
projecting out of the Cornish sea. Thought 
to be where King Arthur was conceived, it’s a 
spectacular piece of English history and you can 
uncover tales of the monarch at an exhibition 
in the visitor’s centre. Immerse yourself even 
further in the legends by taking a trip down to 
Merlin’s Cave, just a short walk away on the 
beach below. You can also enjoy a spot of 
locally-sourced lunch at the Beach Cafe and 
spot seals playing in the water around the cliffs.

Cycle the Camel Trail
Cornwall

If you’ve already caught a few waves on Fistral 
Beach and you fancy some on-land activity, 
then a cycle along the Camel Trail is a fantastic 
way to see some of the best of what Cornwall 
has to offer. Using a disused railway, the 18-mile 
route follows the Camel Estuary from Padstow 
to Wadebridge, before running through the 
deep and beautifully wooded Camel Valley to 
Bodmin. Once there, another old railway line 
takes you inland to the edge of the Bodmin 
Moor where it comes to an end below Blisland, 
a pretty moorland village where you can stop 
for a well-deserved pint and a home-cooked 
meal at the award-winning Blisland Inn. You can 
either take your own bike or easily hire bikes in 
Padstow, Wadebridge and Bodmin, while there 
are plenty of local shops and attractions along 
the way in the many country and seaside towns. 

South West
England

Go on a safari
Wiltshire

Driving through Longleat Safari Park, you might 
be forgiven for thinking you’ve ended up on 
the African planes. Lions roam free, rhinos and 
ostriches stomp around the big game park, 
monkeys jump onto your car and if you’re brave 
enough you can even enter tiger territory - all 
from the safety of your own car. What’s more, 
Longleat House and grounds are also home to 
a fantastic hedge maze, pleasure gardens, a 
farmyard and the Longleat railway. It’s a real gem 
in the Wiltshire countryside. longleat.co.uk

Hike up Glastonbury Tor
Somerset

Glastonbury might be synonymous with the 
greatest music festival on the planet, but the 
little town has even more to offer than headline 
acts. Take a trip up Glastonbury Tor to visit the 
Grade I listed tower at the top, which is steeped 
in both history and legend. It might be a steep 
climb, but on a clear day you can see for miles 
across the West Country. Afterwards, wander 
back into town for a refreshing pint of local cider 
and to stop by the Chalice Well Gardens for a 
sip of healing water.

Join a bat patrol in Cheddar Gorge
Somerset

Britain’s biggest gorge is a world famous beauty 
spot, with dramatic cliffs rising up 450ft and 
stunning stalactite caverns below. During the 
day time, visitors can see wild goats grazing on 
the steep cliffs, but the fun really starts when 
the sun goes down. Once you’ve been kitted out 
with an ultra-sonic bat detector, the bat patrol 
explores Gough’s Cave, where endangered greater 
horseshoe bats scan the night air for moths and 
insects to feed on. With a conservation officer 
leading the walk, you’re sure to spot the bats, 
especially since these caves are home to the UK’s 
largest colony. If you simply can’t get enough of the 
gorge, there’s also adventure caving, rock climbing 
and the Black Cat Free Fall, a 30ft drop inside the 
cave - don’t worry, you’re attached to a safety line at 
all times. For more info visit cheddargorge.co.uk

Credit: visitcornwall.com / Matt Jessop

Credit: ©VisitBritain/ Jason Hawkes

Credit: ©VisitBritain/ Stephen Spraggon

http://longleat.co.uk
http://cheddargorge.co.uk
http://visitcornwall.com


Get your pulse racing on a rib boat
Weymouth

Weymouth’s gorgeous seafront can give the 
Cornish coast a run for its money, especially since 
it’s consistently recognised as one of the top 
ten beach destinations in Europe. The beautiful 
golden sands are sprinkled with deck chairs, 
the water is shallow and the pretty harbourside 
certainly won’t disappoint. It’s also a great place 

Enjoy a rest in the Roman baths
Bath

Famous for its grand, sweeping crescents (the 
Royal Crescent is a must-see), theatres and 
independent shops, Bath is a beautiful city that 
was once also home to the author Jane Austen. 
Of course, it’s also most known for its fascinating 
and impressively intact Roman bath, situated 
right in the heart of the UNESCO World Heritage 
city. It still flows with natural hot water, thanks 
to the city’s thermal springs, although no one’s 
swimming in it these days. You can still wander 
around the historic site, but if you want to enjoy 
some R and R then head to Thermae Bath Spa. 
Here you can soak in Britain’s only naturally warm, 
mineral-rich springs just as the Celts and Romans 
did more than 2,000 years ago, and even enjoy 
an indulgent rooftop spa. thermaebathspa.com

Explore a magical woodland
The Forest of Dean, Gloucestershire

Spanning three counties this ancient woodland 
is impressive in itself, but near Coleford you will 
find the fantastic Puzzlewood attraction. Filled 
with immense trees, bridges and incredible rock 
formations that can all be accessed by miles of 
winding paths, Puzzlewood is truly a magical 
escape from reality. It’s such a breathtaking spot 
that it’s even been used as a filming location for 
Doctor Who and Star Wars, and is thought to 
have served as the inspiration for J.R.R. Tolkein’s 
The Lord of the Rings. In addition to the forest, 
there are farm animals - including cattle, wild fowl, 
donkeys, sheep and Shetland ponies - outdoor 
picnic tables, a cafe and a children’s playground, 
making a great family day out. puzzlewood.net

to camp or relax at one of the many bed and 
breakfast hotels. However if you’re looking for 
something a bit more action packed, and a cycle 
along the promenade just won’t do it, then take a 
rib boat trip into Weymouth Bay. For 20 minutes 
you’ll race across the water, hitting speeds of 
up to 40mph, before heading back through the 
stunning harbour. Thrill-seekers will enjoy every 
second. weymouthbayribcharters.co.uk

Credit: VisitBritain/Simon Winnall

Credit: Puzzlewood

Credit: visitcornwall.com / Matt Jessop

http://thermaebathspa.com
http://puzzlewood.net
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Go antique shopping
Margate, Kent

It’s become the fashionable new escape for 
Londoners, but this seaside town has managed 
to keep its unique charm. There’s no better place 
to delve into an abundance of rarities than in the 
many antique shops that are speckled through 
the streets, but a pit-stop at Margate Retro Fort 
Road Yard and Old Stable Antiques is a must. 
Vintage clothes shoppers will also be in heaven 
with the dozens of independent clothes shops 
and charity stores. Once you’ve shopped till 
you’ve nearly dropped, head to the renovated 
retro theme park Dreamland for some old-
fashioned fun. The amusement park was brought 
back to life in 2015 after falling into disrepair, and 
now visitors can take on the Mirror Maze, hop on 
a ride or join the roller disco. dreamland.co.uk

Learn about stories
The Story Museum, Oxford

Learn about stories at The Story Museum, Oxford
Oxford is positively brimming with things to do, 
from walking tours through the world famous 
university to see Christ Church College and the 
Bridge of Sighs, to an abundance of fascinating 
museums and historical pubs (like The Eagle and 
Child, known to be the preferred boozer of Tolkein 

and C.S. Lewis), but one overlooked activity is 
a trip to The Story Museum. This immersive and 
family-friendly museum opened in 2009 and 
provides the city with a quirky, charming place 
to learn about the art of storytelling. Wander 
through the whispering wood, where every tree 
has a story to tell, get lost in the enchanted library, 
or listen to a live storytelling at their studio theatre 
before snuggling up with a good book in the cafe. 
A trip to this museum is a must for any budding 
writers. storymuseum.org.uk

EXPLORE

South East
England

Enjoy fresh Oysters
Whitstable beach, Kent

The Kent coastline is renowned for its salty sea 
molluscs, but especially in Whitstable, where 
their native oysters (ostrea edulis) have been 
collected and enjoyed since the Roman times. 
These delicious local morsels can be enjoyed all 
year round, while rock oysters are also available 
to buy fresh from the ocean (although only 
during the months with an “R” in them!)
To truly immerse yourself in the cuisine, book a 
meal at The Whitstable Oyster Company - it’s 
one of the longest-running organisations in 
Europe, having been founded in the 1400s.
History buffs will also enjoy their time here, 
with the Maunsell Army Sea Forts just a few 
kilometres further out at sea, history buffs will 
also enjoy their time here. Designed by Guy 
Maunsell, and built between 1942-3, these forts 
were used to combat Nazi aircrafts seeking to 
use the Thames to help them fly to London.

Journey back in time
Portsmouth Historic Dockyards

Britain has a long and fascinating naval history, 
and there’s no better place to discover more 
than at Portsmouth Historic Dockyard. You’ll get 
a chance to board some of the most famous 
vessels in the nation’s history, like Lord Nelson’s 
HMS Victory and Queen Victoria’s enormous 
HMS Warrior. While young buccaneers can fly 
their own pirate flag and learn about the Jolly 
Rodger’s cutthroat past at the Horrible Histories 
exhibition. From here, you can also catch a 
free waterbus across the harbour to Gosport 
to clamber inside the Cold War submarine 
HMS Alliance, where you can peer through her 
working periscopes, and see, hear and even 
smell how life was lived under the sea. And, after 
all of that, if you think you’ve got what it takes to 
join the navy, sign up to an adventure-packed 
trip to Action Stations, where you can train like a 
Royal Marines Commando or try the Ninja Force 
assault course. historicdockyard.co.uk

Credit: Visit Thanet

Credit: Visit Canterbury / Alex Hare

Credit: ©VisitBritain/Ben Selway
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Camp under the stars
The New Forest, Hampshire

Escape from the hustle and bustle of city life in 
The New Forest, where you can experience the 
forest’s idyllic glades, ancient woodlands, cliff 
top walks and spot the wild horses and ponies 
roaming across the open moors. If you want to 
get truly back to nature, then pitch up a tent or 
rent a caravan at one of the many campsites 

Eat fish and chips on the beach
Brighton

You could spend hours wandering around 
Brighton, gawping at the majestic Royal Pavilion, 
peering into the many independent shops, cafes 
and galleries on The Lanes and playing arcade 
games on the pier. However a trip to Brighton 
wouldn’t be complete without a feast of freshly 
battered fish and chips on the beach. Some of 
the best places to grab a delicious chippy include 
The Melrose, Bardsley’s, Wolfies of Hove and 
Lucky Beach. Stay put for the evening too, when 
the brilliant bars, clubs and restaurants come 
to life. If you’re looking to burn off your chippy 
dinner the next day, then head to Devil’s Dyke, just 
north of Brighton in the South Downs, where you 
can learn to fly on a paragliding course through 
the 100m deep V-shaped valley. Just make sure 
you’re not scared of heights! skysystems.co.uk

within the forest, where you’ll find yourself 
tucked amid the trees underneath beautiful star-
lit skies. Some of the most popular campsites 
include Harry’s Meadow, Long Meadow 
Campsite and Avon Tyrrell Campsite. Come 
morning, you can see bison, wildcats and wolves 
at the New Forest Wildlife Park, while Hedgerow 
Harvest runs foraging walks with wild food 
author Andy Hamilton, so you can learn how to 
spot edible and poisonous mushrooms.

Crack the code at Bletchley Park
Milton Keynes

Once the top secret home of the World War Two 
codebreakers, Bletchley Park is now a vibrant 
heritage attraction and museum, open daily to 
visitors. See where technological innovation and 
human endeavour came together to lead the 
Allies to victory, and walk the very same corridors 
as the codebreakers themselves. Guests can enter 
the iconic mansion as well as the Codebreaking 
Hut, where you can take part in exciting interactive 
exhibitions to learn about the different methods 
used to crack secret messages from the Germans, 
as well as viewing Alan Turing’s office. After that try 
to crack the code for yourself, or head outside to 
enjoy the vast gardens and have a go on the giant 
chess board. bletchleypark.org.uk

Credit: ©VisitBritain/ Rod Edwards

Credit: Bletchley Park Trust 

Credit: VisitBritain/Andrew Pickett

http://skysystems.co.uk
http://bletchleypark.org.uk


Dive into history at Warwick Castle
Warwick

Its history might stretch all the way back to 914AD, 
but Warwick Castle is no crumbling ruin. Originally 
built by William the Conqueror more than a 
thousand years ago on the banks of the River 
Avon, over the next few centuries the wooden fort 
grew into the huge stone stronghold it is today, 
becoming one of the finest examples of a medieval 
castle Britain has to offer. The historic attraction is 
packed with events and attractions, such as bird 
of prey displays, artillery demonstrations, spooky 
dungeon tours and medieval banquets. You can 
even stay overnight, either in their secluded 
woodland grove or in a royal chamber fit for a king 
or queen. warwick-castle.com

Eat all of the chocolate
Cadbury World, Birmingham

Birmingham is the City of a Thousand Trades, and 
one of the most beloved is Cadbury’s chocolate. 
Take a visit to the Cadbury World factory to hike 
through an Aztec Jungle and learn about the history 
of cocoa, as well as how the Bournville Village came 
to be built for the factory workers, before you jump 
into the ‘Beanmobile’ and head to the Willy Wonka-
esque demonstration area, where you’ll get to taste 
molten chocolate and have a go at chocolate piping. 
And if all that isn’t quite enough to satiate your sweet 
cravings, the world’s biggest Cadbury store awaits, 
boasting concoctions unavailable anywhere 
else. Regularly fully-booked weeks in advance, 
it’s best to order tickets online for discounts and 
to guarantee entry. cadburyworld.co.uk

The Midlands
EXPLORE

Get your pulse racing
Alton Towers, Staffordshire

Located just north of the village of Alton, Alton 
Towers is probably the UK’s most famous theme 
park, and rightly so. The park spans a massive 
800 acres and boasts ten roller coasters as well 
as a waterpark, on-site accommodation and a 
crazy golf course. Among the stomach-churning 
highlights are Galactica, Oblivion and The 
Smiler (which holds the world record for most 
inversions on a roller coaster - a grand total of 
14). One of the newer rides in the park is Wicker 
Man, the UK’s first new wooden coaster built in 
more than 20 years. With rides appropriate for 
all ages and thrill-seekers, it’s hours of fun for 
the whole family. altontowers.com

Watch a Shakespeare play in The 
Bard’s hometown
Stratford-upon-Avon

The quaint market town of Stratford-upon-Avon 
was the birthplace of William Shakespeare, so 
of course one of the activities at the top of your 
bucket list should be to catch a show by the 
eminent Royal Shakespeare Company. Their 
riverside theatre hosts a number of plays, as 
well as serving up a delicious pre-theatre meal 
on their third-floor rooftop restaurant - along 
with stunning views across the River Avon. If 
you still can’t get enough of The Bard, then you 
can visit the church where his body was laid to 
rest in 1616 or the half-timbered house where 
he was born and spent many of his childhood 
years. However, there are also plenty of non-
Shakespearean delights to round off your stay, 
such as a peaceful boat trip along the Avon, to 
modern museums and lush gardens. rsc.org.uk

Sip a pint in England’s oldest pub
Nottingham

Nestled beneath the cliff on which Nottingham’s 
historic castle stands, Ye Olde Trip to Jerusalem 
claims to be England’s oldest inn and was once 
a well-known pit stop for crusader knights. It 
is said that King Richard the Lionheart and his 
men are more than likely to have gathered at 
this historic royal dwelling before journeying to 

Jerusalem in 1189AD, thus giving the pub its unusual 
name. Something of a cross between an inn and a 
museum, the pub features several bars, cosy nooks 
and snug lounges filled with curiosities and relics of 
Nottingham’s history, as well an enticing food menu. 
After a tipple, head over to Broadmarsh shopping 
centre, the unlikely entrance to the City of Caves. 
This underground network of 500 sandstones 
caves is the biggest in the UK, and is concealed 
right under the streets of Nottingham. Be careful 
not to get lost! nationaljusticemuseum.org.uk
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Punt down the River Cam
Cambridge

There can be no better way to spend a day than 
punting along the river Cam with your very own 
picnic. It’s by far the best way to soak in the 
city as you meander through the impressive 
university and under the Mathematical Bridge, 
spotting the many riverside pubs, restaurants and 
botanic gardens as you go. Once you’ve hopped 
off, walk around the historic centre, including the 
gothic King’s College Chapel and the Corpus 
Clock, lush meadows filled with grazing animals 
and for a pint at The Eagle - the 17th century 
pub where Watson and Crick announced their 
findings on DNA. If you’re feeling a bit peckish, 
then a chelsea bun from Fitzbillies is a must 
(rumour has it even the Queen is a fan).

Picnic like a queen
Sandringham

Pack a picnic and head to Sandringham Estate, 
the much-loved country retreat of Her Majesty, 
Queen Elizabeth II. Nestled within 60 acres of 
formal gardens, Sandringham House has been 
the private home to four generations of British 
monarchs since 1862. Inside the house you can 
learn about the various collections of art and 
royal family portraits, as well as the history of the 
area, before enjoying afternoon tea in the Stables 
Tea Room. The park is dog-friendly, so you can 
enjoy walks through the grounds all the way to St 
Mary Magdalene Church. It’s a getaway fit for a 
queen, literally. sandringhamestate.co.uk

EXPLORE

East of
England

Relax on Holkham Beach
Norfolk

There’s nowhere quite like the wide expanse of sand 
at Holkham Beach. Spanning nearly five miles, the 
unspoilt stretch of sea and sand is one of the most 
beautiful in the country. Just behind the shoreline 
lies a semi-circular basin which, at very high tides, 
rapidly fills to form a spectacular shallow lagoon, 
while behind the beach you’ll find Holkham National 
Nature Reserve, one of the largest in the country. To 
properly soak up the sights, walk the two miles from 
Lady Anne’s Drive at Holkham Bay to Wells-next-
the-Sea, stopping to picnic in a sheltered spot and 
admire the pastel-painted beach huts. Head off 
further down the coast to spot seals at Blakeney 
Point or explore the traditional charm of Cromer.

Make your own gin
Adnams Distillery, Southwold

Gin-lovers will be in heaven at this incredible 
distillery, where a maker will guide you through the 
process of creating your own gin. Choose from a 
selection of botanicals provided, before moving 
on to the distillation process and naming, before 
labelling your personal bottle. The fascinating 
process, which uses mini copper stills, takes 
approximately 2.5 hours and then you can take 
your own gin home with you. On top of this, you 
can also taste a range of Adnams’ delicious spirits 
or go on a tour of the beer brewery. adnams.co.uk

Learn to stand up paddleboard
Bedfordshire

Located in rural Bedfordshire, this 100-acre, 
family-owned leisure park with two lakes is one of 
the best watersport centres in the country. During 
the summer months you can test your balance 
with a Stand Up Paddleboard, which is a delightful 
way to explore the calm and tranquil waters of the 
Northern lake. If you want something a little more 
fast-paced, then there’s also an inflatable water 
park (which includes the UK’s biggest water slide), 
wakeboarding, water skiing and wild swimming 
spots. Once you’ve worked up an appetite, head 
to Corner 5 Restaurant which is located right on 
the lakeside. boxendpark.com
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Watch rhinos grazing
Chester Zoo, Chester

Britain has some wonderful zoos, not least in 
London and Edinburgh, but Chester Zoo leads 
the way in animal conservation, education and 
science. Home to more than 500 species of 
rare, exotic and endangered wildlife - and a total 
of 35,000 animals - the zoo also offers visitors 
a chance to learn about how they can help save 
the planet and prevent more animals from going 
extinct. Whether you want to watch rhinos grazing 
across the grasslands, peer into the lion’s den, 
see the elephants at feeding time or marvel at the 
komodo dragons, you won’t be disappointed and 
you’ll be helping fund the incredible work of this 
amazing conservation charity. chesterzoo.org

Brave a ghost tour in the UK’s most 
haunted city
York

The city of York is full of ghoulish stories, and 
a ghost tour is the best way to discover them 
all. If you’re brave enough, join a walking tour 
to wander along the narrow passageways 
and dark streets after sunset, investigating 
the bloodcurdling tales of scandal and death, 
or jump aboard the Ghost Bus, where the 
conductor will fill you in on the city’s spookiest 
tales. Of course, York also has much more 
to offer than scary stories, including the 
breathtaking York Minster, The Shambles and the 
institution that is Betty’s Tea Rooms - the perfect 
place for a scone with cream and jam.

EXPLORE

North
England

Go on a Llama Trek
Lake District

As England’s largest national park, The Lake 
District is a definite must-see here in the 
UK. While you’re free to roam across the 
mountainous terrain yourself, llama trekking is 
a unique way to experience this incredible area 
of land. Lead one of these calm and delightful 
creatures through the spectacular hills and 
summits, stopping off to enjoy a freshly prepared 
picnic en route and to snap a picture with your 
new furry pal. Afterwards, rent a boat or a kayak 
to explore the great expanse of water that is 
Lake Windermere or hike up Scafell Pike, the 
highest point in England. When you’ve worked 
up an appetite, enjoy a seasonal dinner and a 
well-deserved rest at The Drunken Duck Inn.

Learn about the beautiful game
Manchester

When you think of Manchester, you can’t help 
but think of football. Home to two major teams 
(Manchester City and Manchester United) plus 
the National Football Museum in the city centre, 
it’s safe to say that some Mancunians – and 
tourists – live and breathe football. Both United 
and City offer tours of their amazing stadiums, 
while the museum is a four-floor monument to 
everything football. Visitors can see the 1966 
World Cup ball and Maradona’s 1986 ‘hand of 
god’ match shirt, as well as the chance to test 
your own football and managerial skills, and 
learn about the history of the beautiful game. 
nationalfootballmuseum.com

Enjoy beef-dripping chips and kippers
Dracula’s bench, Whitby

Whitby is not your average seaside spot. A 
former fishing town isolated by miles of moor, 
it’s got amusement arcades and donkey rides, 
but you’ll find clifftop graveyards and whalebone 
monuments too – and looming over it all is 
the spectral splendour of Whitby Abbey, a 

1,360-year-old ruin. Author Bram Stoker was so 
taken by the abbey that he was inspired to write 
Dracula. One of the best activities is to buy a 
portion of kippers and beef-dripping chips from 
The Magpie Cafe (a local favourite) and amble 
up to the benches that have been installed 
atop the hillside which overlooks the harbour. 
From this spot you can see the abbey ruins and 
church, as well as the cliff where Dracula’s ship 
arrived in England.
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Ferry across the Mersey
Liverpool

Liverpool is one of the liveliest cities in the UK, 
and with a rich docking history, a great nightlife 
scene and the home of The Beatles (for music 
fans, a stop off at The Cavern Club and The 
Beatles Story is a must). However a real hidden 
gem is the Mersey Ferry, a hop-on-hop-off ride 
along the Mersey River, which offers spectacular 
views of Liverpool’s UNESCO World Heritage 
waterfront, as well as a different perspective of 
the city’s famous skyline. merseyferries.co.uk

Discover England’s most 
spectacular waterfall
County Durham

Located in the Forest-in-Teesdale, High Force is 
one of the most impressive waterfalls in England. 
It’s all thanks to the River Tees, which has been 
plunging into this gorge for thousands of years. 
Take a gentle and pretty stroll through the 
woodland to the base of the falls and watch as the 
water drops 21m down into the plunge pool below. 
It’s a truly breathtaking sight. Permits are also 
available to fish on the North Bank of the River 
Tess between Cauldron Snout and Dent Bank, 
while The High Force Hotel offers cosy beds and 
hearty meals for weary travellers. raby.co.uk

Feed the animals at Ouseburn Farm
Newcastle-upon-Tyne

While Newcastle has a lot to offer, from its 
legendary nightlife to an abundance of top 
notch restaurants and concert venues, the 
Ouseburn Farm is a hidden gem nestled right 
in the heart of the city. A visit to their award-
winning, environmentally friendly farm is well 
worth your time, especially since you can hang 
out with their pigs, sheep, goats, rabbits, guinea 
pigs, lizards and tortoises, as well as exploring 
the meadows, ponds and woodlands. They’re a 
registered charity and it’s free entry, although 
donations are welcome, plus the on-site cafe is 
a delightful treat. ouseburnfarm.org.uk
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Emily Cope is a travel journalist and has penned guide 
books for Jersey and Paris, as well as being published in a 
number of national newspapers and magazines.

While she lives in London, Emily loves to travel and feels 
lucky to have the UK right on her doorstep. Having explored 
the country from top to bottom, her favourite thing to do is 
wander around a new town, test out an undiscovered hiking 
path or sample the beer selection at the local pub.
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